
Ver mont  Of f-Highway Vehic le Recreat ion Associat ion 

The endless debate and 

speculation is finally over.  

An environmentally compati-

ble and sustainable OHV 

recreation park can be and 

already has been established 

in northern New England. 

The State of New Hampshire, 

Bureau of Trails has created a 

7,500 acre OHV Park in Ber-

lin, NH. Currently there are 

over 60 miles of  trails open 

to both ATVôs and OHMôs  

with plans for  adding another 

1500 acres and significantly 

expanding the parks trail 

mileage. VORAôs Pres and 

VP had an opportunity to tour 

the park with NH Trails Bu-

reau  Chief, Chris Gamache 

and his staff this fall. This 

park is an excellent example 

of how OHV recreation can 

have a successful partnership 

between state, local, and 

OHV user groups. 

The trails provide endless 

loops through forest, over 

streams, and past Jericho 

Lake, with many scenic out-

looks and mountaintop picnic 

pavilions. Park guests can 

also enjoy swimming, fish-

ing, canoeing, kayaking or 

picnicking at Jericho Lake. 

Open to the public, but still in 

development, this integrated 

recreation complex is de-

signed to become the off-

highway recreational vehicle 

(OHRV) hub in the North 

Country. Over the next sev-

eral years, more miles will be 

added to the trail network 

towards a planned total of 

136 miles and more facilities 

will be added, as well. Future 

development plans for the park 

include a ride-in/ride-out 

campground, several remote 

tent sites, group picnic pavil-

ions, administrative offices 

with visitor welcome center 

and education/training facili-

ties, and improved beach fa-

cilities. The trails are a mix of 

green, blue and black trails. 

Green trails (20% of the total 

to be developed) have been 

established for the most part 

on existing gravel roads that 

run through most sections of 

the Park. These trails are con-

sidered very easy to ride and 

recommended for all users. 

Blue trails (70% of the total to 

be developed) are designed 

and constructed in areas where 

a standard road vehicle could  
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The purpose of VORA is to work cooperatively to create and sustain environmentally compatible land-use opportunities  

for off-highway recreation vehicles, and to promote responsible recreation for all generations. 

Jericho Mountain State Park 

New mountain top warming hut 
and picnic area. 

not pass. These trails will 

wind through wooded areas 

and through old logging 

yards following existing log-

ging trials. They will connect 

at the ends of green trails to 

create continuous riding 

throughout the ATV Park. 

Black trails are to be con-

structed with natural or man-

made obstacles for the more 

aggressive riders. Obstacles 

such as rock climbs, boulder 

fields, stumps and sharp 

turns, often times in combi-

nation with steep slopes, will 

be used to create these trails.  

Planned special use trails 

include a Jeep/4 wheel drive 

loop (that may be used by 

ATVs, too), gravel pits, a 

junior trail (limited to 90 CC 

ATVs or trail bikes), an edu-

cational/training area, and 

mountain biking (non-

motorized with access to 

White Mountain National 

F o r e s t  l a n d ) .  

 

Nice to be a permitted use in a 
State Park for once. 
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a motorized recreation park 

had the potential to provide 

much more economic vitality 

to the region. The parallels 

with the vision and develop-

ment of the park and the pri-

vate/public partnerships are 

very similar to the infamous 

Hatfield McCoy riding area in 

West Virginia. Another suc-

cessful OHV park model and 

hopefully one that the State of 

Vermont will  notice. 

An OHV vacation destination 

only a few hours away!  This 

is what we have been waiting 

for and a perfect place to take 

the family and camp out, ride 

the trails, take a swim in Jeri-

cho Lake afterwards and enjoy 

the hospitality of the North 

Country.  Put it on the list of 

ñmust ridesò for next season. 

For more information about 

the park or accommodations in 

the area: 

www.berlinnh.gov 

www.nhstateparks.org 

www.avatvclub.org 

TRAIL NEWS  

PU B L I C  L A N D  

A C C E S S I N  VT  

Ever wonder why Vermont is 

unable to allow managed mo-

torized recreation on public 

lands like our neighbor next 

door?   Vermont is one of only 

several states across the coun-

try that does not allow respon-

sible motorized recreation on 

public lands. Rhode Island and 

Hawaii are the other two states 

that come to mind and under-

standably, both of those states 

donôt have a lot of public land 

available. Vermont however 

has tens of thousands of acres 

of public lands.  Is it really the  

potential environmental issues 

(that weôre all lead to believe) 

that prevents responsible mo-

torized recreation? Does Ver-

mont have a specific soil type 

that is more fragile and suscep-

tible to erosion and the degra-

dation of our water quality 

than any other place in the 

country? Do we have more 

rare and endangered plant 

communities and animal spe-

cies that requires additional  

protection than any other state 

in the country?  Do our motor-

cycles and ATVôs produce 

more emissions and actually 

sound louder here than any 

other state in the country?  The 

answers to these questions is 

of course, no. If 47 other states 

have found a way to mitigate 

any potential environmental 

issues then certainly Vermont 

could also.  If itôs not the envi-

ronmental issues, then what 

could it be, our management 

policies? 

Our land management policies 

were founded on the principals 

of Gifford Pinchot (the father 

of American Forestry). For 

well over one hundred years 

those policies have success-

fully served our public lands 

across the country. Those three 

guiding principals are; sustain-

able silviculture, the greatest 

good for the greatest number, 

Jericho Mtn.  
State Park 

continued 

New Park Visitors Center and Administrative 
Offices are under construction. 

Outstanding panoramic views of the North 
Country and the White Mountains. 

Trail signs really do say it all. 

The City of Berlin has been  

very supportive of the park 

concept and fully understands 

and supports the positive re-

gional economic impacts of 

the project. A City Connector 

Trail was established to allow 

safe and convenient OHV 

access from the parks trails to 

restaurants, lodging and other 

amenities. They have also 

modified their local road or-

dinances to allow ATVôs to 

ride in the traveled portion of 

the road and access the down-

town area. Jericho Mo-

torsports is located on the 

trail system and provides 

sales and service of motorcy-

cles, snowmobiles and 

ATVôs. They also rent snow-

mobiles and ATVôs. The City  

through zoning, rejected a bid 

from the White Mountain 

National Forest to purchase 

the land.  They had the fore-

sight to recognize that there 

was sufficient non-motorized 

recreation in the area and that 

 

 


